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The Stinking Scandals 

 

Test your knowledge of scandals involving Canadian 

politicians and senior civil servants. Remember to judge the scandal 

according to the mores of its time. Hint: There may be more than one 

correct answer! 

 For the answers and scoring, see page 175. Good luck. Let’s 

begin. 

 

 

Confederation & the 19
th

 Century 

 

1867 
 

1.  The First Official Scandal 

 

Sir Alexander Galt, a Father of Confederation and Minister of Finance 

in the Conservative government of John A. Macdonald, pleaded with 

Cabinet to provide half a million dollars to keep the Commercial Bank 

of Canada from bankruptcy. He did this because: 

a) it was his job to maintain a balanced economy in the country 

b) he was looking out for the little guy who could lose his life 

savings if the bank collapsed 

c) he was a wealthy man who didn’t want to wave goodbye to his 

$26,000 worth of shares in the Commercial. 

 

Cabinet refused Galt’s request. On November 7, 1867, the first offical 

day of the first parliament of the Dominion of Canada, he: 

d) grinned and waved the flag with his Cabinet colleagues 

e) gave his maiden speech on the superb shape of the new country’s 

finances 



f) resigned in a fit of pique and started tongues wagging on this 

special day. 

 

 

1868 

 

2.  Assassination of the Agriculture Minister 

 

Walking home late one night along Sparks Street, the Minister of 

Agriculture in Macdonald’s Conservative government, Thomas 

D’Arcy McGee, reminisced over the parliamentary speech he had just 

finished making in support of: 

a) Canadian unity 

b) government grants to farmers 

c) free trade with the Americans.  

 

He was almost at the door of his boarding house when he was attacked 

by a drunken member of: 

d) the United Farm Workers, a labour organization supporting 

family farms 

e) the Citizens for a Free Canada, a group of militant anti-

reciprocity trades and businesses 

f) the Fenians, a group of Irish Canadians and Americans who 

wanted the British out of North America. 

 

His attacker, who was later hanged in Canada’s last public execution, 

had fatally wounded McGee by: 

g) stabbing him in the heart 

h) shooting him in the back of the head 

i) strangling him with his own neck scarf. 

 

 



1873 

 

3.  The Pacific Scandal 

 

In the election of 1872, Sir John A. Macdonald and his Conservative 

government campaigned on the platform of strengthening the country 

by building a railway to the Pacific Ocean, thus including British 

Columbia in Confederation. As an incentive, $30 million and 20 

million hectares of land were budgeted for a private company to build 

it. Macdonald won re-election and, shortly after, awarded the contract 

to wealthy shipping magnate Sir Hugh Allan. It was soon revealed 

that: 

a) some of the Conservative campaign finances came from 

American investors of the Northern Pacific Railroad who wanted 

control of the Canadian Pacific Railway 

b) Macdonald’s Quebec lieutenant and a Father of Confederation, 

George-Étienne Cartier, had promised Allan the contract in 

return for $360,000 for the Conservative campaign 

c) British Columbians had financed half of the Conservative 

campaign in exchange for the promise of a railway. 

 

The Prime Minister vehemently denied the bribery charges, but during 

the royal commission which followed, it was clear he was guilty. The 

evidence that caused the government to fall in disgrace was: 

d) a statement from W. S. Coogan, an American investor who 

testified, “Cartier promised us 51% of the railway” 

e) an affidavit signed by Sir Sandford Fleming, railway engineer, 

that he personally witnessed the transfer of funds 

f) a telegram from Macdonald to Allan’s lawyer, J.J.C. Abbott, 

which read, “I must have another ten thousand. Will be the last 

time of calling. Do not fail me. Answer today.” 

 



and the answers are…  



 

Answers 

 

1. c, f 

2. a, f, h 

3. a, b, f 

 

  



 


